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Critical Response to Dante’s Inferno
Throughout their first-placed lives, people are presented with situations that require them to make decisions. As a result, they are forced to make decisions constantly regarding the situations around them. These choices define and shape the world around us. However, the main challenge which raises debate on how people make decisions is the manner in which they should use the moral decisions to achieve virtuous existence. Dante’s Inferno depicts such a situation, where one has to go through numerous challenges to achieve morality while on a journey to find God. As explained in this critical response, Dante’s Inferno depicts a journey to a religious quest through the realm of hell in an attempt to achieve morality and find God. 
The Purpose of Dante’s Inferno
Dante’s Inferno is a trilogy that highlights the challenges in a journey to religious quest through the realm of hell. Davis, Paul, Gary Harrison, David, Patricia, and John explain the religious quest and the journey that takes one’s soul through the realm of hell. The authors explain the different realm of hell that one’s soul must go through; for instance, they write that “the pilgrim is at an age when questions traditionally arise about one’s spiritual conditions” (Davis et al. 683). In their opinion, Dante’s Inferno represents the journey through the different levels of hell and the sins that pushes humans to that edge. Dante evokes the level of complexity through the “three animals” that represents the three major kinds of sins (Davis et al. 683). 
The Purpose of the Journey through Hell
Dante’s Inferno contains three stories, Inferno, Purgatorio, and paradise, which all make up the journey to salvation. As Davis et al. explain “Dante’s Inferno” begins with the story which depicts “Dante lost in the woods” and later meets Virgil who “serves as his guide through hell” (681). Dante tries to depict the challenges and sins that one’s soul must pass through before reaching salvation. The fact that Dante is lost in the wood is a symbolic representation of the moral loss in the real-life situation. Being lost in the woods is not only confusing but also scary. Also, this state of confusion further represents the doubtfulness of the mind, whether he will make to salvation. While explaining the life history of Dante, Davis et al. explain a situation where he was exiled and along the journey, he met with some whites who were also exiled. This is the beginning of the trials that Dante had to go through; the situations he describes as hell. 
Dante goes through hell to find his true self and to help him change his perception towards sinners. His journey through hell not only makes him stronger but also changes his perception and makes him hardier person towards sinners. At first, Dante felt pity for sinners as he writes in Canto IV that “when I understood, great sadness seized my heart, for then I knew that beings of great worth were here suspended in this limbo” (Davis 704). Later Dante appears to be hardier towards sinners as he pulls the hair off the sinner as he goes ahead into more brutal levels of hell. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What Dante Tries to Accomplish
Dante’s Inferno tries to find morality and unity with God. Dante goes through the three levels of hell in an attempt to reach salvation. At first, he did not have the strength to go through the three beats, but with assistance from Virgil, he manages to pass through. For example in Canto II, Dante appears to doubt the journey to salvation saying that “I am not Aeneas, nor am I Paul” (Davis et al. 695). Virgil tries to convince Dante that despite the challenges, he will go through the hell with assistance. In his hierarchical explanation, Virgil assures Dante of divine intervention from Beatrice, Virgin Mary, and Lucia. Through his journey in hell, Dante, through his dramatic warning, reminds his audience that entering hell may be easy, but once inside it is impossible to get out. Dante’s journey to salvation is an imperative mission when he realizes the number of people in hell. Dante reminds his audience that mortality makes the journey to salvation even more difficult. 
In conclusion, Dante’s Inferno depicts the difficulties and challenging situations that one’s soul must go through the reach of salvation. The book compares the journey to paradise with the journey to find morality and unity in God. Dante’s journey through hell begins when he wakes up in the dark wood. Through his intellect and creativity, Dante manages to wander across different levels of hell to salvation or self-discovery in the real-life situation.


Work Cited
[bookmark: m_-2561929385412357075_m_-24636657780232]Davis, Paul, et al.  The Bedford Anthology of World Literature Book 1: The Ancient World, Beginnings-100 C. E.  Bedford Books, 2003.
